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Jaffrey Briefs
Burglars hit Main
Street residence

Tools, rifles, golf clubs, a
snowblower and other gear
are among the items reported
stolen on Oct. 21 from a Main
Street property. 

On Oct. 21, a Main Street
resident reported that some-
time within the last three days
his home was entered through
a bedroom window, but noth-
ing was taken from inside. In-
stead, a burglar took the con-
tents of two unlocked sheds on
the property, including sports
equipment and home im-
provement equipment.

Police said the resident is
in the midst of moving out of
the house. Police are investi-
gating.

— by Priscilla Morrill

Fire started by
kerosene heater

A fire last Wednesday after-
noon at Cliff ’s Auto Body &
Repair on Webster Street was
started by some items being
left too close to a kerosene-
fired heater, according to Jaf-
frey Fire Chief David Cham-
berlain.

Monday in an e-mail to the

Ledger-Transcript, Chamber-
lain wrote that the heater was
in use at the time of the fire,
which caused minor heat
damage to a metal wall inside
the building and a bumper
cover.

“The estimated cost of the
damage caused by the fire is
under $1,500,” he noted.

The garage, which is
owned by Steven Gauthier, re-
mained open following the
fire, Chamberlain wrote. No
one was hurt, he added.

Rindge and Peterborough
Fire Department crews as-
sisted Jaffrey firefighters at
the scene.

— by Priscilla Morrill

 VETERINARY HOSPITAL
 J A F F R E Y - R I N D G E

  109 River Street, Jaffrey, NH 03452 •  (603) 532-7114

 www.JaffreyRindgeVet.com

 F REE
 M ONTHLY
  R AFFLE

 Come in each month and fill out a raffle ticket for

  FREE MICROCHIPPING

 Dr. Glen Chip Grier, D.V.M Dr. Glen Chip Grier, D.V.M

 No purchase necessary • Registration is included
 One cat and one dog chosen each month. 
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 From Maine

 F ROM  CONNECTICUT

 � �

 �  � Made in America

 10 School Street, #2
 (in the space behind Alice Blue)
 Downtown Peterborough

 603.924.0498

 Fragrant, balsam-filled 
 pillows and draft stops

BENNINGTON

State: Abandoned
bridge needs 
sign, barricade 

BY ROBERT MICHAELSON
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

BENNINGTON — A re-
port of a state inspection of
the closed Bypass Historic
Bridge, also known as
Thompson’s Crossing
Bridge, which connects
Antrim and Bennington over
the Contoocook River, cited a
need for improved signage.

Built in 1893, the 96-foot
bridge, will need obvious sig-
nage so that it will not be
mistaken as a passable
bridge. The report called for
a “bridge closed” sign as well
as a barricade for safety.

In a phone interview Mon-
day, Town Administrator
Dee French said that the
bridge shouldn’t look pass-
able, but the inspectors
wanted to “err on the side of
caution.”

French said that the
bridge had not been used for
more than 30 years because
it was no longer advanta-
geous for the town and it was
in disrepair. 

She also said that there
are no plans to re-open the
bridge.

The Bypass Historic
Bridge was one of two
Antrim-Bennington bridges
mentioned in the report,
which came from an inspec-
tion performed in March by
the New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Transportation

The 77-foot Depot Street
Bridge, built in 1946, had
guardrails put in last year to
improve safety for vehicles
crossing the bridge.

According to French, the
cost to Bennington to re-
place the guardrails was
around $10,000 to $11,000. 

HANCOCK

Tax rate drops 4.7%
BY DAVE ANDERSON

Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

HANCOCK — Many tax-
payers will see a lower final
tax bill this week, as the 2010
property tax rate has been
set at $17.30 per $1,000 as-
sessed value, a 4.7 percent
decrease from the 2009 rate.

The owners of property
assessed at $200,000 will pay
$3,460 in taxes.

The largest percentage
drop was in the town portion
of the tax rate, which went
from $4.78 per $1,000 in 2009
to $4.31 this year, a 9.8 per-
cent decline. 

Select Board Chair John
Jordan attributed the de-
crease to a combination of
factors. 

“We had a good tight budg-
et,” Jordan said on Friday.
“No one last year got any
raises. ... We have terrific
personnel and they really do
a great job on keeping costs
down.”

The town of Hancock’s
gross appropriation for 2010
was $1,844,993, considerably
less than the $2,399,214 num-
ber for 2009. So even though
revenues fell from $1,143,194
in 2009 to $702,466 this year,
the town’s net appropriation

— the amount to be raised by
taxation — was $1,181,192,
an 8.8 percent drop. 

Jordan said the town also
benefited from “about $3 mil-
lion in new taxable proper-
ty,” in Hancock. Public Ser-
vice of New Hampshire reno-
vated and expanded its sub-
station, which resulted in a
higher assessment, and
there was a fair amount of
new construction and home
renovations. 

The local school portion of
the tax rate went from $10.20
per $1,000 to $9.80, a 3.9 per-
cent drop. Jordan said more
up-to-date equalized valua-
tion numbers and student at-
tendance numbers were
used this year to determine
each town’s portion of the
ConVal budget appropria-
tion, and Hancock benefited
from that adjustment. 

The state school portion of
the tax rate went up 6 cents
per $1,000, an increase large-
ly offset by the county por-
tion, which went down 4
cents per $1,000.

On Friday, Tax Collector
Rennie Timm said tax bills
will go out on Wednesday and
will be due on Monday, Dec.
6., with the town office open
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. that day.
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 Surf up to  25x faster!

BY PRISCILLA MORRILL
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

JAFFREY — A recommendation to
establish a permanent Open Space
Committee, which selectmen have yet
to act on, received overwhelming sup-
port from residents at a Select Board
meeting on Oct. 25.

Mark Kresge, chair of the town’s Ad-
Hoc Open Space Committee, present-
ed a draft open space plan to select-
men, which includes a proposal for a
seven-member open space committee
to be appointed by the Select Board
with wide-ranging representation in
mind. The plan also suggests ways to
promote the preservation of open
space, which can include lands used
for agriculture, forestry, recreation
and wildlife conservation. 

Selectmen have said they want time
to read the plan and consider the op-
tions, as well as weigh comments from
the Conservation Commission and
Planning Board. 

Select Board Chair Don MacIsaac
said, “One of the fears with this is we’re
out to take all the land in Jaffrey.”

About a half dozen or so residents
spoke in favor of establishing the com-
mittee, as well as remarked on the ad-
hoc committee’s progress. 

Michael George of Jaffrey said hav-
ing a town entity devoted to helping
property owners with land use plan-
ning would be beneficial to him.

“I don’t think an Open Space Com-
mittee going forward would be a threat
to me as a landowner,” George said. 

Jean Ellston of Jaffrey said the com-
mittee should include everyday people
who live in the periphery of downtown
where the town’s open space is. She al-
so voiced concerns that more resi-
dents were not informed of the presen-
tation of the draft open space plan

scheduled to take place at the meeting. 
“You need to find a way to reach

them,” she said. 
Birgit Johanson, owner of Mountain

Blue Farm in Jaffrey, said the mapping
of Jaffrey farms in the draft plan was
limited.

“Some of the most important farms
aren’t on the map,” she said. “These
are really important cultural and agri-
cultural assets. There’s a lot more
work to do.”

On Monday, Kresge said he agreed
with Johanson’s assessment. 

“Before we finalize the open space
plan I would like to see a more thor-
ough mapping of agricultural lands,”
he said. 

Following a recommendation from
former Conservation Commission
chair John O. Field that an Open
Space Committee be established, the
Select Board formed the ad-hoc com-
mittee earlier this year to review this
possibility. 

Beginning last winter, the commit-
tee held meetings with focus groups
from the community who have ties to
the land — such as farmers, foresters,
hikers, artists, boaters, cross-country
skiers, snowmobile riders — to help
map and identify issues associated
with open space. 

“Each meeting was targeted at
quite partisan groups,” explained
Kresge at the Select Board meeting.
“We had people who like to play on the
land; we had people who make their liv-
ing from the land.”

The ad-hoc committee then went to
work developing criteria for open
space of value for the town. Preserving
scenic vistas, providing corridors be-
tween protected lands and maintain-
ing opportunities for recreational use
are three of the criteria listed in the
draft plan. The committee identified

three ways to maintain open space:
regulation, conservation transactions
and sustainable working lands.

According to the recommendations
of the draft plan, a permanent Open
Space Committee would be tasked with
finalizing the town’s open space plan,
which would serve as a prioritization
and education tool when it comes to
preserving open space. Other duties
would include advising the town’s other
boards, reporting directly to the Select
Board, providing education and out-
reach to the community, and proposing
expenditures from the town’s Land Ac-
quisition Capital Reserve Fund.

“This is not a majority report. This is
a consensus work,” Kresge said of the
draft plan. “We actually worked to that
end. I think it speaks to the importance
of this issue for the people of Jaffrey.”

Currently, Kresge said, the Conser-
vation Commission and the Planning
Board deal with open space in town,
but each may be viewed or perceived
by the public as having its own agenda.

“[An Open Space Committee] could
be perceived as a more neutral arbiter
of the issues,” he said. 

Education, a key component in pro-
moting an open space plan, requires a
lot of time, he noted, and the Planning
Board and Conservation Commission
already have full agendas.

“I think you would have ongoing
conversations between these three
boards,” Kresge said. 

MacIsaac asked where funding for
conservation easements would come
from. Kresge said that part of the Open
Space Committee’s role would be to
prospect for grants. Warrant article
appropriations would be another
source, he said, and the town’s land
use change tax, half of which current-
ly goes to the Conservation Commis-
sion, is another potential source.

JAFFREY

Residents seek permanent
open space committee
Select Board wants input from Planning Board, Con. Com.

COURTESY ILLUSTRATION

A map produced by the Jaffrey Ad-Hoc Open Space Committee shows areas of agricultural land as dark ovals.
Some residents have said the town has considerably more agricultural land than is shown on the map and 
committee Chair Mark Kresge said more mapping will be needed. 
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