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Presentation Notes
Forming partnerships and engaging stakeholders often is the key to successful brownfields redevelopment. Hosting stakeholder roundtables, or forums, can be an excellent way for local communities to form partnerships to develop and implement strategies for addressing specific brownfields challenges. 



What is a Brownfield?

“Real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of 
which may be complicated by the presence or potential 

presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.” 
- U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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Brownfields are sites that are contaminated or even just PERCEIVED to be contaminated that is interfering with the redevelopment of a property.  I like to say that brownfields are just like any other real estate development project, but with an environmental twist.   The concept of Brownfields is taking something that is “bad” or “harmful” and turning that into something that is good for the people  who are living in that particular area.   As these sites get revitalized and cleaned up they are strengthening the community health, equity, sustainability and resiliency. 

They can range from small parcels (less than acre), such as an abandoned corner gas station, to a former steel mill or military installation. 

So to rephrase it – it is A property whose full use is hindered by fears of environmental contamination
What are the fears?

Sites are dirty, trashed, clearly used
“Real” Contamination:
In the buildings
In the soil
In the water
Liability 
Lack of Funds to cover remediation costs









Disadvantages of Having a Brownfield Site

• Potential harm to human health
• Degradation of the environment – soils, water, air
• Lowers surrounding property values
• Contributes to neighborhood deterioration
• Contributes to negative perception of the 

neighborhood

• Reduces local employment 
opportunities

• Reduces or loss of tax revenue
• Limits economic growth

• Attracts vandals, open dumping, or other 
illegal or unwanted activity

• Contributes to sprawl – as activities locate on 
greenfields

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brownfield_land

http://fieldsenvironmentalinc.com/brownfield_redevelopment http://www.bnd.com/news/local/community/highland-news-leader/article33406179.html
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So we all know that BFs can have some disadvantages:

Read slide






• Fostering New Growth on Old Land
• Opportunity to become a Community Asset
• Environmental, Societal, and Economic Benefits

http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2008/11/pittsburghs_renaissance_holds.html

Benefits of Brownfield Redevelopment
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So with all those disadvantages why would anyone want to get involved in BFs? There are a lot of advantages to BF sites , too!

At NJIT TAB – we like to look on the bright side – we think of BFs as opportunities.

As (Thomas Edison) – a NJ resident, who had his laboratory right down the street here in Newark --  once said “Opportunity is not recognized by most people when they meet, because it is usually dressed in overalls and looks like work.”

BFs certainly fit that!

Is it better to leave Contaminated property contaminated?  Or is it better to cleanup and develop a new use for the property?  Fostering New Growth on Old Land

Opportunity to become a Community Asset

Study showed a new job is created for every $10,000-$13,000 spent on brownfield remediation.

Environmental  and Societal Benefits
Cleans up the Environment
Eliminates health and safety hazards / Alleviates fears and worries for neighbors
Values Existing Infrastructure 
Reusing Land – not developing on green fields. 

Next Slide for Economic Benefits








Brownfields – Economic Development Tool

• Brownfields are opportunities
• Tap into funding not available to other sites
• Brownfield redevelopment can be the catalyst 

that will stimulate other redevelopment efforts
• Reducing Blight / Stigma can attract developers
• Surrounding property owners ten to reinvest

• Increase in tax ratables
• Employment opportunities
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Brownfields are opportunities
Tap into funding not available to other sites
Brownfield redevelopment can be the catalyst that will stimulate other redevelopment efforts
Reducing Blight / Stigma can attract developers
Surrounding property owners ten to reinvest
Increase in ratables
Employment opportunities




What is Typically Involved with Redeveloping a 
Brownfield?

Redevelopment

Site Preparation

Environmental Remediation

Acquisition / Site Control /
Environmental Investigation

Site Identification/Community Involvement/ 
Planning
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What is Typically Involved with Redeveloping a Brownfield?�

Preparing a Brownfields site for reuse involves more than the investigation and cleanup of a property. Brownfields are like any other Redevelopment Project – just with an environmental twist. 

The interests of many stakeholders must be integrated into the overall redevelopment process. Cleanup strategies vary from site to site, depending on factors such as intended end use, available funding, liability considerations, regulatory requirements, the type and extent of contamination present and the technologies available for cleanup. At some sites, cleanup will be completed before the properties are transferred to new owners. At other sites, cleanup may take place simultaneously with construction and redevelopment. 

Brownfields projects may be initiated for a number of reasons. A landowner may want to sell a property to a prospective purchaser for development. A municipality may want to clean up a parcel or area that has become a public hazard or eyesore, create space for business development or build a park – or in our case a solar development project. This slide  represents a typical laundry list of the phases that are undertaken for BF redevelopment.  Everything is site specific and would be tailored to your particular site or sites.  

First the site or sites are identified –  Recognize a community or  economic need. 

Then you formulating Reuse Scenarios –  Involve the community / Planning.  
This is the Community’s Project – the community needs to be involved in the decisions for the cleanup and reuse of the property.  If the proposed reuse is solar, a private developer might be involved (or perhaps they might form a partnership with the government).  When a private developer is involved the proposed reuses will be evaluated based on the financial viability of the project, the economic impacts and environmental conditions for the reuse of a property. 

One comment – in general - It is really important to have some kind of understanding of the site will be reused for – this can be used to determine what type of cleanup is most appropriate.  Diff’t standards for residential vs industrial.  Timeframes, etc.

There is the property acquisition / site control – once you have identified the site, the property owner will need to be on board to let you begin your environmental investigation.  Generally if the site is owned by the city, this is much easier.  If it is owned by a private property owner, it can be more complex.  One word of caution – before purchasing a site – whether it is a government entity or private party, a “Phase I” environmental investigation should be conducted.  This is because EPA offers grants to folks that have done this work, and they offer certain liability protections as well. 

After you complete your environmental investigation you may find that No Cleanup Necessary, or a portion of the site is clean and suitable.  Or perhaps a cleanup is required – if so you will work with an environmental consultant to develop, implement, and document the cleanup.   In some instances – you may be able to incorporate the clean up into your development project (solar foundations) or the cleanup can occur while the cleanup is ongoing (Groundwater treatment and/or monitoring). 

 and cleanup – the final stages are just like any other redevelopment project – site prep, permitting, demolition / construction, and finalizing leasing / ownership transactions. 

What makes BF Work?  



Financing Brownfield Redevelopment

•Technical Assistance
•Tax Incentives
•Local Financing Tools
•Low Interest Loans
•Loan Guarantees
•Federal Grants
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Applicability?

Technical Assistance



EPA Brownfield Grants

• Assessment ($300K)
• Cleanup($500K, plus 20% match 

required)
• Multi-purpose ($800K, plus $40K

match required)
• Revolving Loan Fund ($800K)
• Workforce Development ($200K)
• TBAs (not a grant – service 

provided by EPA)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What they are – Private vs. Public




Grants
• US EPA assessment and cleanup grants
• Other USEPA Programs (eg. Recreation Economy for Rural 

Communities; Local Food Local Places (tech assist)) 
• HUD’s Community Development Block Grants (for projects 

locally determined)
• EDA public works and economic adjustments
• DOT (various system construction, preservation, rehabilitation 

programs)- BUILD
• Army Corps of Engineers (cost-shared services)
• USDA community facility, business and industry grants
• National Endowment for the Arts
• Northern Border Regional Commission

Other Federal Funding Programs
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USEPA BF Grants – and other non-brownfield grants - Recreation Economy for Rural Communities is a new planning assistance program to help communities develop strategies and an action plan to revitalize their Main Streets through outdoor recreation.  
CDBG very flexible & popular
Wide range of activities
States typically distribute CDBG funds to rural counties – Grant activities must benefit low- and moderate income persons, aid in the prevention or elimination of slum and blight, or meet urgent community development needs.  Recent Example in NH – In 2019, The City of Concord was awarded $500,000 for demolition and site work in order to prepare a former brownfields site for the construction of affordable housing. The City plans on selling the site to the Caleb Penacook Ltd Partnership. The Partnership is proposing to construct 34 units of housing, of which 31, or 91 percent, will be occupied by low- and moderate-income households.


EDA grants for economic development, job creation, and attract private investment in economically distressed areas.   Support construction, non-construction, technical assistance, and revolving loan fund projects under EDA’s Public Works and EAA programs. Awards range from $100,000-3,000,000. For more information, contact your EDA Regional Office.

DOT - provides multiple grants for transit capital and maintenance projects, offers discretionary capital grants for new fixed guideway transit lines, bus-related facilities, and new buses and rail vehicles, funds transportation and land-use planning, and promotes delivery of safe and effective public and private transportation in non-urban areas. For more information, contact your FTA Regional Office. – BUILD – or communities seeking infrastructure funds to assist in community revitalization. - increased emphasis on projects in rural areas; 
– Transportation Alternatives Program (example projects in NH typically in the $500-800K range – pedestrian walkways to connect to a part; sidewalks & bike lanes;  Swanzy rail to trail); Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program (Transit investments, including transit vehicle acquisitions and construction of new facilities or improvements to facilities that increase transit capacity, as well as operating assistance for new services or the incremental cost of expanded services.
Transportation-focused (non-recreational) bicycle transportation and pedestrian improvements that provide a reduction in single-occupant vehicle travel) ; Safe Routes to Schools (Most infrastructure projects involve sidewalks or bicycle lanes, along with signage, pavement markings, and other traffic calming measures).; 

Army Corps  - USACE executes projects emphasizing ecosystem restoration, inland and coastal navigation, and flood and storm damage reduction


USDA Rural Development Agency (RDA) - Rural Business Development Grants
USDA Rural Development forges partnerships with rural communities, funding projects that bring housing, community facilities, business guarantees, utilities and other services to rural America. USDA provides technical assistance and financial backing for rural businesses and cooperatives to create quality jobs in rural areas. Rural Development promotes the President's National Energy Policy and ultimately the nation's energy security by engaging the entrepreneurial spirit of rural America in the development of renewable energy and energy efficiency improvements. 

Development or expansion of small and emerging private businesses in rural areas - grants generally range from $10,000 up to $500,000.  There is no cost sharing requirement.   
Grant funds must be used on projects to benefit small and emerging  businesses in rural areas as specified in the grant application, including the following:
Acquisition or development of land, easements, or rights of way; construction, conversion, renovation, of buildings, plants, machinery, equipment, access streets and roads, parking areas, utilities
Pollution control and abatement
Community economic development
For more information contact your local or state USDA Rural Development office.

Also Farmers Market Promotion Program and Federal State Marketing Improvement Program (matching grant) to state Dep. Of Ag to assist in exploring new market opportunities for food and agricultural products.

New Strategic Economic & Community Development – (provision from the 2018 Farm Bill) – Gives priority to Regional Projects that support a multi-jurisdicational Strategic Economic Community Development Plan and are solely in a rural community. 


Eligible Applicants:
Public Bodies (Municipalities, counties)
Not-for-Profit Corporations (Associations, etc)
Facilities must be located in rural area areas with a population not in excess of 20,000
Eligible Purposes:
Health Care (Opioid clinics, hospitals, etc)
Public Safety (Police and fire stations, vehicles)
Public Services (Adult day care, city halls)

National Endowment for the Arts – grants for placemaking projects with art at the core; Grants for Public Art Projects. 
ART WORKS  - $10,000- $100,000  Art Works is the National Endowment for the Arts’ principal grants program. Through project-based funding, we support public engagement with, and access to, various forms of excellent art across the nation, the creation of art that meets the highest standards of excellence, learning in the arts at all stages of life, and the integration of the arts into the fabric of community life. Projects may be large or small, existing or new.
CHALLENGE AMERICA:  Are for a fixed amount of $10,000 and require a minimum $10,000 match.
The Challenge America category offers support primarily to small and mid-sized organizations for projects that extend the reach of the arts to underserved populations -- those whose opportunities to experience the arts are limited by geography, ethnicity, economics, or disability. Grants are available for professional arts programming and for projects that emphasize the potential of the arts in community development.



NRBC -  Grants for employment generating projects that have helped reduce poverty, unemployment, and outmigration. Up to a $500,000 maximum award to eligible infrastructure projects, up to a $250,000 maximum award for all other types of eligible projects; (2019 competition just closed – need to wait until 2020). 
NBRC awards require up to a 50% match depending on the level of county economic and demographic distress. Please contact the NBRC (admin@nbrc.gov) for more information. 
NBRC funds can be used as match for leveraging other Federal grant funds, only up to 80% of the total project. There always needs to be a 20% non-federal match;
Prioritized grant projects include those that…
Revitalize and modernize essential infrastructure in Northern Border region communities,
Increase access, affordability, and use of high speed telecommunications by Northern Border residents and businesses,
Stabilize and reduce electric and thermal energy costs,
Retain, expand and diversify business enterprise that capitalizes on the region’s natural, cultural, and economic assets,
Position the Northern Border region as an attractive and supportive place for creative and entrepreneurial people,
Support and expand a highly productive workforce with skills suited to existing and future business needs,
Foster entrepreneurial leadership and capacity for community economic development, and
Inform and align local, state, and regional economic development decision making with regional data and perspectives.




Federal Investment Incentive Program
• EB5 Investments
• Opportunity Zones

Equity capital & loan guarantees
• SBA Small Business Investment Cos. 
• SBA Section 7(a) guarantees
• DOE energy facility guarantees  

Tax incentives and tax-exempt financing
• Historic rehabilitation tax credits
• Low-income housing tax credits
• New Markets Tax Credits
• Tax Increment Financing (TIFs)
• Industrial development bonds
• Energy efficiency construction credits 

Other Federal Funding Programs
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SBA - SBA provides information and other non-financial technical assistance for redevelopment efforts, offers loan guarantees to support small businesses, and assists in developing management and marketing skills. SBA offers a variety of loan programs, including the following:
General Small Business Loans: 7(a)
The 7(a) Loan Program, SBA’s most common loan program, includes financial help for businesses with special requirements.
Real Estate & Equipment Loans: CDC/504
The CDC/504 Loan Program provides financing for major fixed assets such as equipment or real estate.
Loan Programs
From starting up or expanding your business to recovering from disasters, SBA loan programs are available to help your business succeed.
For more information, locate and your SBA District Office at https://www.sba.gov/tools/local-assistance/districtoffices.


NH Historic Tax Credit -  Federal income tax credit equal to 20% of the cost of rehabilitating a historic building for commercial use. To qualify for the credit, the property must be a certified historic structure—that is, on the National Register of Historic Places or contributing to a registered historic district. (Non-historic buildings built before 1936 qualify for a 10% tax credit.) A substantial rehabilitation is necessary, and the work must meet the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. Applications for the credit are available through your state historic preservation office, and the final decisions are made by the National Park Service. For more information, take a look at our take a look at the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Rehabilitation Tax Credit Guide, prepared by their for-profit subsidiary, NTCIC. In addition, the National Park Service's website offers helpful information on this tax credit. (At present, individuals rehabilitating a historic property for their primary residence do not qualify for this tax credit.)

NH - The Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program (LIHTC) provides a strong incentive for private investment in affordable rental housing. It is currently the largest source of federal capital subsidy to create and preserve affordable rental housing. The LIHTC program gives investors a dollar-for-dollar reduction in federal tax liability in exchange for providing funding to affordable housing developments.


The NMTC program offers incentives for investment in marginalized areas. Areas that qualify for QOZ credits frequently qualify for NMTC also. The NMTC offers third-party, interest-only forgivable loans to projects in severely distressed census tracts across the U.S. This incentive is designed to encourage investments that create significant community benefits such as job creation, access to healthy foods, or medical care. The NMTC loan is added to the capital stack, reducing a project’s overall investment needs. After seven years, the loan is forgiven, resulting in a significant back-end benefit to a project. Funds can be used for real estate and construction, machinery and equipment, and even operating costs. It is available to for-profit and not-for-profit businesses.
Massachusetts Housing Investment Corporation NE New Markets CDE II LLC, based in Boston, whose service area includes New Hampshire, received the lone award to a New England state -- $35 million in NMTCs.  Mascoma Community Development was awarded $55 million in NMTCs in 2014 and $50 million in 2016. No NMTCs have been awarded in New Hampshire in the last two rounds of allocations.

Tax increment financing (TIF). Municipalities use TIF to incentivize property development in distressed areas – areas that frequently overlap QOZs. TIF allows municipalities to pledge a portion of the property tax increment, resulting from project investment, to reimburse the developer for certain eligible costs. 




Loans
• EDA capital for local revolving loan funds
• HUD funds for locally determined CDBG loans and “floats”
• EPA capitalized revolving loan funds
• SBA’s microloans
• SBA’s Section 504 development company debentures
• EPA capitalized clean water revolving loan funds (priorities 

set/ programs run by each state)
• HUD’s Section 108 loans/guarantees
• SBA’s Section 7(a) and Low-Doc programs
• USDA business, intermediary, development loans 
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Other Federal Funding Programs
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Loans – 
Here is where Private Developers can turn for money .






Other Funding 

• AARP – Community Challenge
• US Census Bureau – Historic Revitalization Subgrant
• National Trust Preservation Funds
• Accelerating Promising Practices for Small Libraries 
• Resilient Communities (Wells Fargo & NFWF)
• NFWF Five Star & Urban Water
• KaBOOM! – Community Playgrounds
• Foundations with an interest in what you are doing
• Crowd Funding
• Insurance Recovery
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AARP -  Community Challenge grant program.  In 2019, the grant program will provide funds for community-based “quick-action” projects related to housing, transportation, smart cities and public spaces. The goal is to spark change and build momentum to improve livability for people of all ages.  

The Historic Revitalization Subgrant Program (HRSP) is a new Historic Preservation Fund grant program created in the fiscal year 2018 that supports the rehabilitation of historic properties and foster economic development of rural communities. This program funds physical preservation projects for historic sites, including architectural and engineering services through subgrants to communities determined rural by the US Bureau of the Census. Eligible properties must be listed in the National Register of Historic Places or determined eligible for listing at the National, State, or local level of significance and located within rural (non-urban) communities with populations less than 50,000. 

Grants from National Trust Preservation Funds (NTPF) are intended to encourage preservation at the local level by providing seed money for preservation projects. These grants help stimulate public discussion, enable local groups to gain the technical expertise needed for particular projects, introduce the public to preservation concepts and techniques, and encourage financial participation by the private sector.   Only Organizational Level Forum members or Main Street America members of the National Trust are eligible to apply

Resilient Communities 2019 Request for Proposals - $200,000 - $500,000 �Due February 19, 2019�Wells Fargo and NFWF have partnered to create the Resilient Communities program. Through improvements to natural features and enhanced community capacity, the program will help communities prepare for future impacts associated with sea-level rise, sustain appropriate water quantity and quality and enhance forest conservation. By taking advantage of natural features like wetlands, resilient shorelines, urban tree canopies, natural forests, and healthy upstream watersheds, communities can accrue quality of life benefits today, enhance fish and wildlife resources and help prepare for foreseeable resilience challenges.  

NFWF Five Star & Urban Waters -  Awards range from $20,000 to $50,000 with an average size of $30,000 -  which supports projects that develop community stewardship of natural resources and address water quality issues. 

KaBOOM! Build it with KaBOOM! pairs one of our dedicated funding partners with a community partner, that's you, who then come together to plan and build a brand-new playground. Our community-built playgrounds generate a tangible, achievable win for your community, transforming your space into a great place to play for kids and families.

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Department of Homeland Security FY 2018 Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program
Deadline January 31, 2019
The Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) program is designed to assist States, U.S. Territories, Federally-recognized tribes, and local communities in implementing a sustained pre-disaster natural hazard mitigation program. The goal is to reduce overall risk to the population and structures from future hazard events, while also reducing reliance on Federal funding in future disasters. This program awards planning and project grants and provides opportunities for raising public awareness about reducing future losses before disaster strikes. Mitigation planning is a key process used to break the cycle of disaster damage, reconstruction, and repeated damage.
FEMA will provide allocations of $575,000 as required by the Stafford Act to states and territories, and a tribal set aside of $15 million for allocations up to $575,000 for Native American Indian tribal governments to support overall mitigation planning and projects. The remaining PDM funds will be awarded on a competitive basis with a focus on multi-state/tribal mitigation initiatives.  Eligible Applicants include: States, U.S. Territories, federally-recognized tribes, and Local governments.

�The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) has announced the availability of $85 million for YouthBuild programs.  YouthBuild is a pre-apprenticeship initiative supporting at-risk youth ages 16-24 through education and skill development opportunities for in-demand jobs.  Funding is provided to expand public- and nonprofit-sponsored YouthBuild programs with 85 awards anticipated throughout the country.  Awards will be granted from $700,000 to $1.1 million with a 25 percent match requirement.  Grant recipients with FY2017 funding are not eligible to apply.  Applications are due September 18.  Click here for the funding notice. �

Foundations: 
The Foundation for Rural Service is accepting grant applications from rural communities to support business and community development, education, and telecommunications.  Priority is given to projects in broadband development.  The deadline to apply is September 15.  Program guidelines and instructions to apply are available here. ��The Levitt Foundation is now accepting applications for the Levitt AMP [Your City] grant program through September 25.  Each year, the Levitt Foundation awards $25K matching grants to up to 15 U.S.-based nonprofits serving small to mid-sized towns and cities to present the Levitt AMP Music Series, 10 free concerts that inject new life into public spaces and create vibrant community destinations.  Click here for more information and to apply.   ��The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is offering $1,000,000 to $4,100,000 in grant funding for their Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduction Program, previously separated into two grant opportunities: the Lead-Based Paint Hazard Control (LBPHC) and Lead Hazard Reduction Demonstration (LHRD) grants. This program will fund approximately 50 communities to identify and control lead-based paint hazards in privately-owned rental or owner-occupied housing.  Applications due: 11:59 pm ET, September 25, 2018, for more information, click here.���The U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) has allocated $13,000,000 for African American Civil Rights Grant Opportunities. This program will award funds for historical sites and information related to the African American struggle to gain equal rights as citizens in the 20th century. $13 million is available and applications will be accepted through two separate funding opportunity announcements, one for physical preservation projects (P18AS00485) and one for history projects (P18AS00484). Application Deadline: 11:59pm ET. October 8, 2018��The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) has issued a notice on a sector-based apprenticeship program.  The program, Scaling Apprenticeship through Sector-Based Strategies, aims to increase apprenticeship opportunities in new industry sectors.  DOL will award $150 million towards 15 to 30 apprenticeship programs.  The agency will prioritize applicants that seek to expand apprenticeships within industries with few available learning opportunities and apprenticeships for small to medium-sized businesses.  Proposals are due October 16.  Click here for the funding notice.�







Helpful Guide: Leveraging 

Successful grantees are assembling a package of funding 
from a variety of sources. 

EPA Brownfields grants provide only a fraction of the 
funding necessary to clean up, prepare sites for 
development, and revitalize brownfields. 

This guide, available online provides best practices for 
leveraging resources for brownfields and community 
revitalization. 
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Brownfields projects often require assembling a package of funding from a variety of sources. EPA Brownfields grants provide only a fraction of the funding necessary to clean up, prepare sites for development, and revitalize brownfields. 

This guide, which is available on EPA’s website, is intended to teach communities about best practices for leveraging resources for brownfields and community revitalization. It focuses primarily on what communities can do before they solicit funding to organize and prepare for successful leveraging. 




Helpful Guide: The Brownfields 
Federal Programs

• This guide is intended to help local governments, 
nonprofit organizations, and other entities involved 
in brownfields redevelopment navigate the web of 
financial and technical assistance available from the 
federal government. 

• It is a compendium of the technical assistance and 
financial resources available from federal agencies 
for brownfields and land revitalization projects.



Helpful Guide: USDA Community 
Facilities Infrastructure ToolKit

The Community Facilities Infrastructure Toolkit 
can be  used as a guide to help organizations and 
community  leaders better understand the 
complex process that is  required to successfully 
develop and construct a new  facility.

Community Facilities Infrastructure Tool Kit Link:

http://www.rd.usda.gov/files/RDCFIToolkit_Jan20
16.pdf

http://www.rd.usda.gov/files/RDCFIToolkit_Jan2016.pdf


NH Funding Programs

• NH Brownfields Assessment Program
• NH Brownfields Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund
• NH Petroleum Reimbursement Fund

SWRPC
• Brownfields Assessment Program

Bonus:
• Liability Protections – NH Brownfields Covenant Program
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New Hampshire Brownfields Assessment Program
New Hampshire’s Brownfields Assessment Program provides technical assistance on behalf of municipalities and other eligible entities to characterize contamination at brownfields sites. Available assistance includes Phase I site assessments, Phase II site investigations and remedial planning services. The assistance is provided as a grant of services from one of DES’s contract environmental consulting firms. For more information, contact Michael McCluskey, P.E. at (603) 271-2183 or michael.mccluskey@des.nh.gov.

New Hampshire Brownfields Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund
The objective of NHDES’ RLF program is to ensure the availability of capital for both private and public borrowers and subgrantees in order to cleanup and ultimately redevelop brownfields properties throughout the state.  With the availability of RLF funds for low interest loans not otherwise available or obtainable from traditional commercial lenders, there is a greater willingness by businesses and developers to take on the risk associated with remediation and subsequent redevelopment.  Cleanup subgrants are an attractive incentive to municipalities and non-profit organizations that have otherwise been reluctant to acquire brownfields sites without the financial resources available to address contamination.  For more information, contact Michael McCluskey at (603) 271-2183 or michael.mccluskey@des.nh.gov.

New Hampshire Petroleum Reimbursement Fund Program
The New Hampshire Petroleum Fund Program is a financial assistance program for owners of petroleum storage facilities, and owners of public or private water supplies. The program provides "excess insurance" for cleaning up contamination at storage tank facilities and provides funding to clean up contaminated water supplies due to MtBE and other gasoline ethers. To be eligible for these funds, the facility or site must be in compliance with applicable regulatory requirements. Eligible expenses include emergency release response actions, site investigations, remedial plan development and remedial plan implementation. DES must pre-approve all work for scope and budget. For more information, contact Jennifer Marts at (603) 271-2570 or jennifer.marts@des.nh.gov.

Southwest Regional Planning Commission Brownfields Assessment Program
Since 2003, the Southwest Region Planning Commission (SWRPC) has managed a Brownfields Assessment Program designed to help municipalities in southwestern New Hampshire turn brownfields into community assets. Funded by an EPA Brownfield Assessment grant, this program provides grant funding for Step one: Phase I, Phase II and III Environmental Site Assessments, as well as Remedial Action Planning. This program does not cover clean-up costs; however, program staff can use program funds to market properties in the program and for redevelopment planning activities, such as creating a Remedial Implementation Plan (RIP). For more information, contact J.B. Mack, at (603) 357-0557 or jbmack@swrpc.org.

New Hampshire Brownfields Covenant Program
The New Hampshire Brownfields Covenant Program provides incentives for both environmental cleanup and redevelopment of brownfields sites by persons who are not responsible for the contamination. It provides liability protections for property owners and prospective purchasers of property who have not caused or contributed to the contamination on the site, and are willing to undertake the necessary site investigation and cleanup. Participants who investigate and cleanup the site in accordance with DES requirements can obtain a “Covenant Not to Sue” from the NH Department of Justice and a “Certificate of Completion” from DES.





Example Project – Dubuque IA
North Port

EPA Brownfield Assessment & Cleanup Grant
Other Federal Dollars
∗ Institute for Museum and Library Services: More than $100,000 

to support riverfront restoration planning
∗ Economic Development Administration: Land prepared and 

infrastructure upgraded with Public Works funding
∗ U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development: $800,000 

for the Riverfront Discovery Center
∗ National Fish and Wildlife Service & National Park Service: Over 

$1 million for the Riverfront Development Center and other 
activities

∗ U.S. Department of Health and Human Services: $3 million for 
the development of exhibits at the River Discovery Center

Reference: Leveraging Webcasts from the  US. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of 
Brownfields & Land Revitalization
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EPA’s money was the earliest money – then followed the other federal resources; then Developers and Private Sector dedicated more than $300M

Important Steps  Strong local leadership  Engaged citizenry  Planning, planning, planning  Municipal investments  Clear funding requests  Relationships at all levels  Celebrating successes 



State Resources
∗ $48 million in grants from community 

tourism, “Vision Iowa,” and other state 
programs to support riverfront 
development, the Mississippi River 
Museum and Aquarium, and other key 
components of the North Port project

North Port’s Revitalization
Example Project – Dubuque IA

North Port

Reference: Leveraging Webcasts from the  US. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of 
Brownfields & Land Revitalization
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Other Successes that built on this:
Other Successes
Main Street
Historic Millwork District
Recipient of EPA’s Smart Growth Achievement Award
South Port
Awarded $200,000 EPA Brownfields Area-Wide Planning Grant
Part of $31.5 million HUD National Resilience Grant award in 2016




Key Considerations

• Owner On-Board
• Partnerships
• Funding
• Environmental Assessment- Clean portions of site
• Engineering Controls  - Integrate / Coordinate with 

Construction 
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Key Considerations for brownfield redevelopments:

#1) Is the property owner on-board – can you get site access
#2 ) Brownfields is a team sport – you need to assemble all the team members
#3) Identify funding / financing
#4) Environmental Aspects of BFs -  Sometimes you will be pleasantly surprised when you assess a brownfield and find out that it isn’t really all that bad – maybe there isn’t even any contamination – It happens more often than you might think.  Do a Phase I ESA – hire a quality environmental consultant.   Sometimes you might find out only a portion of the site is contaminated – is there a way you can work in that area? And even if you do find contamination it isn’t the end of the world – there are options for cleaning it up.  And there are even grants out there to help you.. 
#5) Engineering controls – Coordinate Construction

Just because it is contaminated doesn’t mean that you can’t redevelop.  They are a lot of options out there. 



Conclusion
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Learning More
• http://www.njit.edu/tab/
• http://epa.gov/brownfields/

THANK YOU

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Elizabeth Limbrick –973-596-5519 limbrick@njit.edu
TAB Hotline: (973-642-4165); tab@njit.edu
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I have provided links where you can find more information.

Please visit our website.  
We have a few minutes.  Do you have any questions on Brownfields?  

Thank you.  



http://www.njit.edu/tab/
http://epa.gov/brownfields/
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